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125 Sunset Drive, Lions Bay, BC  Canada    Tel: +1 (604) 921-5991

Getting here is half the fun!
This travel guide is for our guests driving north/west to The Tree House Bed & Breakfast from Downtown Vancouver. You’ll need to get onto westbound West Georgia to reach the Lions Gate Bridge. For up-to-the minute traffic reports, local news and weather, turn your car radio to News 1130 on the AM dial.

Landmark 1

The Lions Gate Bridge
Be sure to look around you as you leave West Georgia Street and Downtown Vancouver behind you. Just before you hit the Stanley Park Causeway, you’ll see the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club to your right and, behind that, your first real views of our spectacular North Shore Mountains, part of the Coast Mountain Range. You should be able to spot the top of Grouse Mountain and The Cut, its best known ski run. In winter, the mountains will be snow-capped; in summer, they’ll be bathed in sunshine.

As the road curves right, you’ll see the Lost Lagoon on your left. See if you can spot the swans and the fountain in the summer. In the winter, the lagoon may be frozen and the Christmas Tree of lights will be visible at night.

The road curves left, taking you through Stanley Park, one of North America’s largest city parks. This part of the forest is so old and dense, it seems almost primeval!

As you drive onto the Lions Gate bridge, look out for the two carved lions at the start of the sweeping bridge deck. The bridge was the first to be constructed across the Burrard Inlet and was built by the wealthy Guinness Family to get to the British Properties (now know locally as the BP’s). In those days, the land on the other side of the inlet was practically worthless, but now it’s one of West Vancouver’s wealthiest neighbourhoods. 

Be prepared for great views as you near the middle of the bridge deck. Away to your right you’ll be able to spot the Rocky Mountains and Mt Baker on a clear day. Ahead, you’ll get a great view of the North Shore Mountains, including The Cut on Grouse Mountain. At this point, you should be able to spot The Lions, two high bumps on the mountain’s ridge, slightly ahead and to your left. If you’re here to play in the snow or hike, Cypress Bowl is a little further to the left of The Lions, but harder to spot.

Directly to your left, you’ll see the purple mountains of Vancouver Island on a clear day, and in the foreground ships and tugs entering and leaving the busy Port of Vancouver. At around 5 pm in the summer, you may be lucky enough to be crossing the bridge just as one of the many cruise ships that begin their Alaskan voyages beside Canada Place (look for the building that has “sails” on top to your right) glides right underneath you!

As you drive down the other side of the Lions Gate Bridge, West Vancouver is on your left and North Vancouver on your right. Get into one of the two left hand lanes as soon as you are able. The road curls right and heads into West Vancouver over a river by means of a green iron bridge. You need to be in the far right hand lane at this point, preparing to take the slipway to your right, up Taylor Way to Highway 1 (the Upper Levels Highway).

On Taylor Way, you need to be in the left hand lane in order to turn West (left) onto the highway at the 3rd set of lights, which are under the highway itself. Once on the highway, you’ll will simply follow it, with one small adjustment, all the way to Lions Bay. So take some deep breaths, relax – you’re on vacation! Time to sit back and enjoy the spectacular scenery BC has to offer.

Landmark 2

Horseshoe Bay Ferry Terminal
As you head west along Highway 1 (the Upper Levels Highway, as it’s locally known) towards Horseshoe Bay, you should definitely look out to your left for some great views of the City of Vancouver, the Burrard Inlet and the Straight of Georgia.

If it’s a clear day and time permits, you may want to take Exit 8, the Cypress Bowl exit, and follow the winding road to the main lookout point, a favourite with visitors. This is a good place to take photographs and read a little about Cypress Provincial park. 

As you pass this exit, you might start spotting bald eagles or smaller birds of prey overhead, or deer, and at night you may spot the odd coyote. You’ll catch your first glimpse of some of the smaller islands off the West Vancouver shoreline once you pass Caulfeild and Eagleridge. 

Please note that the speed limit drops to 60 km/h and then to 50 km/h as you approach the ferry terminal – we’d hate for you to get a speeding fine on your vacation. Besides, you’ll want to take some time to enjoy the vignette of sea, islands and the mountains beyond. Be sure you are in the right hand lane in order to proceed directly along Highway 99, the Sea to Sky Highway, that will bring you to Lions Bay. Follow the signs for Whistler and Squamish. 

Horseshoe Bay and the ferry terminal are on your left as you pass through the 50 km/h zone. This is where you can catch ferries to Departure Bay (Nanaimo) on Vancouver Island, Langdale (the Sunshine Coast, including Roberts Creek, Sechelt and beyond) or Bowen Island, the large island closest to Horseshoe Bay. You are now around 13 km from Lions Bay, and the scenery gets even prettier from here on.

Landmark 3

The Sea to Sky Highway

This section of your journey gives you a taste of what The Tree House has to offer: sweeping views of the Straight of Georgia and the Howe Sound against a backdrop of snow-capped mountains.

Luckily for our visitors, you currently have a great excuse to drive slowly and enjoy the scenery: The road is being upgraded in preparation for the 2010 Winter Olympics, which will take place in Whistler and Vancouver in February 2010. The construction work allows you to travel at your leisure legitimately while enjoying the spectacular views. 

Look out for bald eagles spiraling above the rainforest to your right and left, or you may spot a deer, raccoons or a coyote, in addition to black crows, which are common all over. 

The mood of the drive depends on the season and the weather: On a clear summer’s day, the landscape is washed in shades of blue, purple and sunshine. In the fall, the trees change their colours, mist drifts through the trees, and all in all the sombre grays lend an enchanting mystery to the landscape that is very evocative. 

When it snows in the winter, the trip along this stretch takes on a whole new look yet again: If you are lucky enough to experience this, you’ll see how nature etches each and every twig on each and every tree with snow, like a finely crafted engraving. Not to worry though, the snowplough keeps the highway free of snow. 

Landmark 4

BC’s best-kept secret – the Village of Lions Bay

You will pass through a few small communities en route for the well-kept secret of Lions Bay. You will not spot a single sign mentioning The Bay itself until you are almost in the Village, so don’t be alarmed. You’ll pass Ansell Place, Sunset Marina and Oceanview Drive before you finally see a small sign on your right announcing “Village of Lions Bay, next two exits”. Skip the first exit to your right, Kelvin Grove, and take the next exit to your right (where the road is split by a barrier). 

Make a tight right at the yield sign, and then turn left at the top of a short, steep stretch of road at Crosscreek (you’ll cross the creek); The sign says “Artist, Café”. (Note: There is a map at this intersection. You can also head to the café by following the signs and call us on 604-922-5290 from the payphone there if you somehow take a wrong turn.)

Please note there is a 40 km/h speed limit throughout the village, decreasing to 30 km/h past the school during school hours. Please take care, keeping a sharp look-out for children, pets, squirrels and other wildlife along the way. If you do encounter bears, please do not feed or attempt to approach them. 

At the T-junction stop on Crosscreek, turn right onto Centre Road, passing our Fire Hall on your right as the road curves left and becomes Bayview Road. This road has a few ups and downs initially, but is mainly a large uphill stretch which will eventually curve to the right, coming to another T-junction at Mountain Drive. Turn left and follow the road as it curves first left, then 90 degrees to the right. 

You’ll soon arrive at Sunset Drive, which is the last T-junction you reach. Turn right. Look for The Tree House sign on your left about 100 yards from the T-junction. Turn up our driveway and park in any of the available spots, or pull up behind another vehicle while you unpack the trunk and come inside. We’ll be waiting for you.
Welcome to The Tree House!
